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The agents quizzed him for an hour. Fain noticed he w 

Settled / mCe the firS , t interview - seven weeks earlier. He had 

freely with^ ’ ’ ’ [and] he seemed to talk more 

* . ' _ ~ ey covered the same questions as in their first 

fectedtot^ USS g R h° SWald ^ t0 Say why he had d - 

acted to the USSR, he again promised to contact them if he heard 

m oviet agents. Based upon his answers, together with infor 

mation in reports from two confidential informants that Marina 

d Lee had nothing to do with the local Communist party Fain 

recommended the case be closed. He recalled, “Even though he 

Oswald] was arrogant and cold, from his aiiswers, I couldn’t 

any potential for danger or violence at that point.” 24 Since 

thefite^ 6 6aSy t0 re ° Pen ’ Fain had no compunction in closing 

Tn2 SW ? 1 l had n ° id6a the FBI WaS essen tially through with him 
nstead the second interview put him into a funk. He ate little at 

in^st ^T Sht /l d SUllenly t0ld Marina ab ° Ut the Bureau’s 

USSR! tb ,7 e ^ n ' Because IVe been over there [the 
USSR], they 11 never let me live in peace. Thev thmV o 

who’s been there is a Russian spy.” 25 He began to wonder if hehad 
to ad ! amista i k T e by coming home. Perhaps he should even go back 
,. °J le mon ’ He wrote the Soviet embassy in Washington 
- T er ® he COuId obtain subscriptions to Pravda and Izves- 
tiya, and requ ested the embassy send periodicals and bullXs 

ing an alleged informant The House si t ^ ff tlve means of Protect- 
question of whether the 

was no evidence the FBI pvpn ™ -a a ■ nformant, concluded there 
•After the assassination J. E X1 h ’ mUCh 1688 pro P osed * to Oswald, 
handling of the case Seventee * 0Ol ’ er was furious with the Bureau's 

preassa^ination^investiga^^i^f Oswal^Wh 601 " 6 ^ ”*?*»*« ^ the 

it tsr th ; 

such a claim. Hoover believed that 08863 ^ 011 ° if 1 * hlS facultles ” c °uld make 

rss - 

subversive elements and, at the very least he & f * S ° r 

of a more rigorous investigation. BuLHoover kept this J7 ^ ^ 
he feared its disclosure would hurt the ^ *“* 
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January 1963 was a good start to the new year for Oswald. On the 
twenty-fifth, he sent two postal money orders, totaling $106 to 
the State Department as the final installment on his repatriation 

oan. He also made the final payment on the $200 loan his 
brother, Robert, had given him the previous October * Free of 
debt for the first time in America, he turned his attention to 
things he had wanted for some time. On January 28, he sent a 
mail-order coupon with $10 in cash to the Los Angeles-based 
Seaport Traders and ordered a Smith & Wesson .38 special re- 
volver. The balance of $19.95 was to be paid C.O.D. when deliv- 
ered to his post-office box. 2 The order form was signed by A. J. 
Hidell, and the line requiring a witness by D. F. Drittal. Hidell 
was the third authorized name to receive mail at the post-office 
box, the others being Marina and Lee. After the assassination, 
handwriting experts confirmed Oswald had signed both Hidell 
and Drittal. 

January also started well for Marina, free of Oswald’s marital 

*How did the Oswalds manage to repay the State Department and Robert 
when Lee was only earning $1.35 an hour? “We lived very modestly," Marina 
testified. Perhaps for you it is hard to imagine how we existed He 
worked and we paid out the debt. Six or seven months we were paying off 
this debt CWC Vol. I, p. 62). It actually took them eight months to repay the 
loans. Copies of Oswald’s tax returns show he had little money left after 
paying monthly expenses. 
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After firing the final shot, he slipped through the narrow gap 
he had created between the cartons of books. He hurried diago- 
nally across the sixth floor, toward the rear staircase. Next to the 
stairs, Oswald dropped the rifle into an opening between several 
large boxes. It hid the gun from view unless someone stood al- 
most directly over the boxes and peered down. Oswald rapidly 
descended the stairs until he heard the sound of footsteps run- 
ning up. He ducked off at the second floor, and dashed into the 
adjoining lunch room. But suddenly a voice called out, and when 
he turned, he was face to face with a Dallas policeman with a 

drawn revolver.* 

Marrion Baker was a motorcycle policeman riding in the mo- 
torcade about one-half block behind the President’s car. Baker 
had just returned from deer hunting, and he recognized the first 
shot as coming from “a high-powered rifle ... and it sounded 
high . . -” 1 He looked up to where he thought the shots came from, 
the Book Depository, and saw a flock of pigeons fly off the build- 
ing. Baker immediately raced his cycle 200 feet and jumped off in 
front of the Depository’s steps and in another 45 feet he was in- 
side the building. He yelled for directions to the stairs or elevator, 
and the building manager, Roy Truly, rushed him through a pair 
of swinging doors to the closest elevator. Truly kept pressing the 
down button and screaming, “Bring that elevator down here! but 
nothing happened.** Truly said, “Let’s take the stairs.” They 

“There is a question whether Oswald could have gone downstairs immedi- 
ately after the assassination, since other Depository workers, including the 
three men on the fifth floor-Jarman, Williams, and Norman— as well as 
two fourth-floor office workers, Sandra Styles and Victoria Adams, also ran 
down the stairs and did not see him. But Oswald immediately took the stair- 
case whereas the three men admitted they stayed upstairs for ten to fifteen 
minutes after the shooting (WC Vol. Ill, p. 182). As for Styles and Adams, 
although they thought they came down quickly, they actually did not arrive 
on the first floor until at least four to five minutes after the third shot. The 
critical testimony is from Victoria Adams, who said that when she got to the 
first floor, she saw Billy Lovelady and William Shelley. Those two men, by 
their own testimony, did not return to the Depository for some five minutes 

after the shooting (see WC Vol. VI, pp. 331, 339, 389). 

““Truly later decided that Oswald might have left the elevator’s wooden 
grate open on the sixth floor so the car could not be operated. 
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